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say that having no dignity to preserve, it
does not have to be solemn like monarchy;
that having no rules or written constitution,
it does not have to be fussy and meticulous
like bureaucracy; that having no philos-
ophy to preach or exemplify, it does not
have to be earnest and high-minded like
democracy. It is an easy-going, haphazard
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habit of life, suitable to an easy-going,
laughter-loving people like the English.
And it is absolutely right and proper that
its long reign should have been inaugurated
by an easy-going and laughter-loving man,
such as the Walpole was whom this His-
torical and Literary Circle delights to
honour.

Col. Charles A. Lindbergh’s Radio
Address

September 15, 1939

N TIMES of great emergency men of

the same belief must gather together
for mutual council and action. If they fail
to do this all that they stand for will be
lost. I speak tonight to those people in
the United States of America who feel that
the destiny of this country does not call
for our involvement in European wars.

We must band together to prevent the
loss of more American lives in these in-
ternal struggles of Europe. We must keep
foreign propaganda from pushing our coun-
try blindly into another war. Modern war
with all its consequences is too tragic and
too devastating to be approached from any-
thing but a purely American standpoint.
We should never enter a war unless it is
absolutely essential to the future welfare
of our Nation.

This country was colonized by men and
women from Europe. The hatreds, the per-
secutions, the intrigues they left behind
gave them courage to cross the Atlantic
Ocean to a new land. They preferred the
wilderness and the Indians to the problems
of Europe. They weighed the cost of free-
dom from those problems, and they paid
the price. In this country they eventually
found a means of living peacefully together
—the same nationalities that are fighting
abroad today. The quarrels of Europe
faded out from American life as genera-
tions passed. Instead of wars between the
English, French and Germans, it became
a struggle of the New World for freedom
from the old—a struggle for the right of
America to find her own destiny. The colo-
nization of this country grew from Euro-
pean trouble, and our freedom sprang

from European war, for we won inde-
pendence from England while she was
fighting France.

Washington Saw Danger

No one foresaw the danger ahead of us
more clearly than George Washintgon.
He solemnly warned the people of America
against becoming entangled in European
alliances. For over 100 years his advice
was followed. We established the Monroe
Doctrine for America. We let other na-
tions fight among themselves. Then, in
1917, we entered a European war. This
time we were on England’s side, and so
were France and Russia. Friends and
enemies reverse as decades pass—as political
doctrines rise and fall.

The great war ended before our full force
had reached the field. We escaped with
the loss of relatively few soldiers. We
measured our dead in thousands. Europe
measured hers in millions. Europe has not
yet recovered from the effects of this
war, and she has already entered another.
A generation has passed since the armistice
of 1918, but even in America we are still
paying for our part in that victory—and
we will continue to pay for another gen-
eration. European countries were both
unable and unwilling to pay their debts
to us.

Now that war has broken out again we
in America have a decision to make on
which the destiny of our Nation depends.
We must decide whether or not we intend
to become forever involved in this age-old
struggle between the nations of Europe.
Let us not delude ourselves. If we enter
the quarrels of Europe during war we must
stay in them in time of peace as well. It
is madness to send our soldiers to be killed,
as we did in the last war, if we turn the
course of peace over to the greed, the fear
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and the intrigue of European nations. We
must either keep out of European wars
entirely or stay in European affairs per-
manently.

No Defense Against Invasion

In making our decision this point should
be clear: These wars in Europe are not
wars in which our civilization is defending
itself against some Asiatic intruder. There
is no Genghis Khan or Xerxes marching
against our Western nations. This is not
a question of banding together to defend
the white race against foreign invasion.
This is simply one more of those age-old
quarrels within our own family of nations
—a quarrel arising from the errors of the
last war—from the failure of the victors
of that war to follow a consistent policy
either of fairness or of force.

Arbitrary boundaries can only be main-
tained by strength of arms. The Treaty
of Versailles either had to be revised as
time passed or England and France, to be
successful, had to keep Germany weak by
force. Neither policy was followed. Europe
wavered back and forth between the two.
As a result another war has begun, a war
which is likely to be far more prostrating
than the last, a war which will again
kill off the youth of Europe, a war which
may even lead to the end of our Western
civilization.

We must not permit our sentiment, our
pity or our personal feelings of sympathy
to obscure the issue to affect our children’s
lives. We must be as impersonal as a
surgeon with his knife. Let us make no
mistake about the cost of entering this
war. If we take part successfully we must
throw the resources of our entire Nation
into the conflict. Munitions alone will not
be enough. We cannot count on victory
merely by shipping abroad several thou-
sand airplanes and cannon. We are likely
to lose a million men, possibly several mil-
lion—the best of American youth. We will
be staggering under the burden of recovery
during the rest of our lives. And our chil-
dren will be fortunate if they see the end
in their lives, even if by some unlikely
chance we do not pass on another Polish
Corridor to them. Democracy itself may
not survive. If we enter fighting for de-
mocracy abroad, we may end by losing it
at home.

“not lie in fighting European wars.

165

Little to Be Gained

America has little to gain by taking part
in another European war. We must not
be misguided by this foreign propaganda
to the effect that our frontiers lie in
Europe. One need only glance at a map
to see where our true frontiers lie. What
more could we ask than the Atlantic Ocean
on the east and the Pacific on the west?
No, our interests in Europe need not be
from the standpoint of defense. Our own
natural frontiers are enough for that. If
we extend them to the center of Europe
we might as well extend them around the
earth. An ocean is a formidable barrier
even for modern aircraft. Our safety does
It lies
in our internal strength, in the character
of the American people and of American
institutions. As long as we maintain an
Army, a Navy and an air force worthy of
the name, as long as America does not
decay within, we need fear no invasion of
this country.

Again I address those among you who
agree with this stand. Our future and our
children’s future depend upon the action
we take. It is essential to think clearly
and to act quickly in the days which are
to come. We will be deluged with propa-
ganda, both foreign and domestic—some
obvious, some insidious. Much of our
news is already colored. Every incident
and every accident will be seized upon to
influence us. And in a modern war there
are bound to be plenty of both. We must
not only inquire about the writer and the
speaker—about his personal interests and
his nationality, but we must ask who owns
and who influences the newspaper, the news
picture and the radio station. If our people
know the truth, if they are fully and ac-
curately informed, if they are not misled
by propaganda, this country is not likely
to enter the war now going on in Europe.

Hope Lies in America

And if Europe is again prostrated by
war, as she has been so often in the past,
then the greatest hope for our western
civilization lies in America. By staying out
of war ourselves we may even bring peace
to Europe more quickly. Let us look to
our own defenses and to our own character.
If we attend to them we have no need to
fear what happens elsewhere. If we do not
attend to them nothing can save us.
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If war brings more Dark Ages to Europe
we can better preserve those things which
we love and which we mourn the passing of
in Europe today by preserving them here,
by strengthening them here, rather than by
hurling ourselves thoughtlessly to their de-
fense over there and thus destroying all in
the conflagration. The German genius for
science and organization, the English genius
for government and commerce, the French
genius for living and the understanding of

World Affairs, September, 1939

life—they must not go down here as well
as on the other side. Here in America
they can be blended to form the greatest
genius of all.

The gift of civilized life must still be
carried on. It is more important than the
sympathies, the friendships, the desires of
any single generation. This is the test be-
fore America now. This is the challenge—
to carry on Western civilization.

Latin America

The Results of the Good Neighbor
Policy

In Latin America

By GRAHAM STUART

TYHE Good Neighbor policy of the Roose-
velt administration has been functioning
for six years under the sympathetic and
able direction of Secretary of State Hull
and Undersecretary of State Welles. Has
its result been such that it will be con-
tinued as a permanent policy of the United
States in the Western Hemisphere or will it,
upon the advent of a new administration,
in the recondite phraseology of Grover
Cleveland, be relegated to innocuous desue-
tude? Certainly in this critical period of
international relationships with crisis fol-
lowing crisis and with the dictators of
Europe not only threatening their neigh-
bors but sowing their seeds of totalitarian
propaganda in the hitherto fallow soil of the
Western World, an evaluation of the Good
Neighbor policy is of vital importance to
the United States as well as to her neigh-
bors of the South.

I

It should be realized first of all that the
Good Neighbor policy is not a sudden devi-
ation from previous policies. It is rather

the culmination of efforts which have long
been exerted in a similar direction. James
J. Blaine was an early exponent of such a
policy, Elihu Root won wide acclaim in
South America for his efforts in this direc-
tion. Woodrow Wilson vigorously opposed
any form of aggression directed against our
Latin American neighbors, Charles Evans
Hughes was in favor of withdrawing our
troops into our own borders and keeping
them there, and President Hoover made the
first good will trip to our neighbors of the
South. However, up till the administration
of Franklin D. Roosevelt the Latin Ameri-
cans had a very definite impression that the
acts of the United States hardly measured
up to its friendly protestations. We still
insisted upon a unilateral interpretation of
the Monroe Doctrine, we seemed unwilling
to eschew intervention categorically, the
Platt Amendment was a millstone upon
Cuban sovereignty, and our efforts towards
better trade relations were impossibly
handicapped by the Hawley-Smoot tariff.

President Roosevelt changed that situa-
tion rapidly and effectively. He was de-
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